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• Full Residential Replacement

• Shower & Bath Enclosures

• Sliding Glass Doors

• Glass Table Tops & Shelves

• Window & Screen Repair

• Integral Blinds

• Custom Mirrored Walls

• Bar Mirrors & Glass

• Fireplace Glass

• Full Glass & Mirror Replacements

• 24-7 Emergency Clean Up/Board Up 

• & More!

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE

Full Commercial/Residential Glass and Glazing Company
Offi ce (812) 221-2215 l www.whitesinnovativeglass.com
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2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Meeting Dates

All meetings are held at 4 p.m. at the 
association office. 
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Four Seasons                                        
A BHI SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY                       

812.372.8481
1901 Taylor Road                                                                                                      

Columbus, IN  47203                                                                                                   
www.fourseasonsretirement.com

LIVING LARGE
at

Downsizing your residence doesn’t 
mean that you have to downsize 
your lifestyle. Four Seasons has 
plenty of space for socializing, 
hobbies, dining with family and 
staying engaged with everything 
you enjoy.  Our apartments are 
comfortable and well-appointed, 
all with patios, but that’s just the 
beginning.

Residents have so many options 
right within the community.  There 
are spacious dining rooms, a nice-
ly equipped fitness center, library, 
billiards room, a large Chapel and 
much more all under a single roof. 
In fact, our entire community is all 
on one floor so there are no stairs 
or elevators.

The service at Four Seasons is just as impressive.  In 
addition to delicious meals, transportation and great 
social opportunities, assisted living services are  
provided by trusted Four Seasons staff members.
 
If you’re wondering if senior living is the right 
choice for you or a loved one, make an appointment 
to visit Four Seasons.  It will be our pleasure to 
show you why we’ve been the Columbus area’s 
preferred retirement community since 1967.

A non-profit, faith-based, financially secure community
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A Note from Staci

The mission of the 
association is to promote 
an attractive environment 
where people will want 
to reside. This will be 
accomplished through 
community involvement 
in landscaping and lake 
maintenance, architectural 
review, rules enforcement, 
effective communication 
and community interaction. 
Through this effort the 
association supports each 
resident’s desire to protect 
their property value.

mission  
statement

The sun! The beach! The boats! The lake! What’s not to love 

about a day at Tipton Lakes? We are just as excited about this 

issue, as we are that summer is upon us. Summer brings all 

the amenities Tipton Lakes has to offer its members. From 

our pedestrian paths to swimming and boating, we hope all 

members are able to get out and enjoy the warm weather. It’s 

both refreshing and rewarding to see all the summer activity. 

This issue, just like the others before it, contains stories about 

our community and the members within it. Thank you to 

our members who continue to share their stories with our 

community. This magazine is another reason why Tipton Lakes 

is a great place to live!

You won’t want to miss the article starting on page 30 

highlighting Heron Cove. Heron Cove is the 36th Cluster in 

Tipton Lakes. Construction of the twenty-seven lots began 

in 2012. Heron Cove and Spring Hill share a pond that only 

residents in those two clusters may use. The pond offers 

gorgeous views from several of the lots. 

Also included in this issue is highlight of one of our long-term 

contractors. A lot of you will recognize Sam Vasquez. Sam has 

been working with Tipton Lakes Community Association for 

over 24 years. His knowledge of the area and hardwork is a true 

asset to our association.

Tipton LifeTM is the official magazine of Tipton Lakes 

Community Association. All information included in each and 

every edition is generated in partnership between Aim Media 

Indiana and TLCA. You can count on up-to-date, factual and 

informative news here. In addition, we hope Tipton LifeTM will 

help our members get to know our community and neighbors. 

Whether you are new to the community or have lived here for 

many years, our magazine is designed with you in mind.

You can help us make Tipton LifeTM more meaningful by making 

content suggestions and participating in our news gathering. If 

you have information you would like to share or have content 

suggestions, please contact the Association Office at 

 812-342-8522 or by email at  

malorie.ackerman@tiptonlakes.com.

— Tipton Lakes Community Association Board and Staff
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• Rich social life
• Gracious amenities
• Private dog park
• Comfortable and secure surroundings
• Restaurant-style dining
• Staff  of licensed nurses
• Scheduled transportation
• Emergency call/response system
• Fitness center

Located on the west side of Columbus, Traditions of Columbus is home to 
seniors looking for comfort, care and the good things in life.

Sales o�  ce located at 4020 Goeller Blvd., Suite H (In Woodcrest Plaza)

EVERY FAMILY HAS THEIR TRADITIONS

TRADITIONS can be part of yours.

Now 
Open!

Call today 

to schedule a tour at 

812-552-0500



WWelcome new members! On behalf of the board of 
directors and the association staff, we would like to 
welcome you to Tipton Lakes. We hope you are enjoying 
your new home and your new community.

By this time, you should have received your “Green Book,” 
the complete set of governing documents of Tipton Lakes 
Community Association. These documents explain your 
membership and the other aspects of your Community 
Association. All members, including renters, must abide by 
the provisions of these documents. In addition, you should 
have received a welcome bag with additional information 
and goodies.

Take time to stop by the association office, located at the 
marina, to meet the staff. We want to get to know you and 
your family. To help the staff, please be sure to send us your 
membership agreement and your survey. This information 
is essential and enables the association to keep records of 
our membership. 

Once again, welcome to Tipton Lakes. The board and staff 
are here to help make life at Tipton Lakes more enjoyable. If 
you have any suggestions, comments or questions, feel free 
to contact us at the association office, 812-342-8522 or at 
malorie.ackerman@tiptonlakes.com. Please do get involved 
in your association. 
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812.371.3215      | JBrinkman@C21BR.com
JanBrinkman.com

JAN BRINKMAN
Accredited Buyer Representative | Certified
Residential Specialist | Senior Real Estate Specialist
Relocation Specialist 

Tipton Lakes Real Estate Specialist

"Buying or selling a home? Contact me,
I would love to help you with  your

real estate needs." Jan

812.371.3215      | JBrinkman@C21BR.com
JanBrinkman.com

JAN BRINKMAN
Accredited Buyer Representative | Certified
Residential Specialist | Senior Real Estate Specialist
Relocation Specialist 

Tipton Lakes Real Estate Specialist

“Buying or selling a home? 
Contact me, I would love to help 
you with your real estate needs.” 

Jan Brinkman
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2022 
Cluster Committees 

Woodcrest Villas 
Natalie Roll 
Christine Ahlbrand 
John Wischmeier

Harrison Ridge 
Jim and Laurie Pfaffenberger 
Bhargav Ranganath 
Puneet Jhawer

Harrison Green 
Nancy Ardizone 
Michael Crafton

Carya Square 
Nina Kowal 
Mimi Bingham 
Deb Turrell

Northlake Shores 
Justin Burdick 
Daniel and Rebecca O’Connor

Lexington Green 
Scott and Marianne Bridge 
Jerrett and Julie Deckard

Shadow Bay 
Bob Taylor 
Mike Hinckfoot

Butternut Pond 
Doug Firenze 
Christy House

Winterberry Place 
Darlene Bricker 
Norm and Lori Eavey 

Shoreview 
David Leehaug 
Cheryl McAvoy 
Diane Michael

Mallard Point 
Carol Kostrzewsky 
Pam Robertson

Timber Ridge 
Bobbie Evans 
Andria Farrar 
Michelle Malina

Northlake Woods 
Jan Brinkman 
Lisa Hladik

Fontana 
David Borcherding and  
Susan Pickens

Bittersweet Woods 
Brad and Julie Davis 
Carolyn Mulloy 
Catheryne Pully

Blackhawk 
Susan Gobert 
Bill Kennedy 
Anu Ryshavy

Oakbrook 
Christina Simonton 
Elaine Hilber

Pintail Point 
David Clark 
Carol Marshall 
Judy McCormick 
Bill and Linda Poole 
Alan Gilbert 
Judy and Gregg Summerville 

Larry Schneider

Stonebridge 
Cherian Olikara

Turtle Bay 
Brian and Stephany Dahl 
Dennis Dunning 
Lisa Brueggemann

The Preserve 
Diane Ward

Westlake Park 
Upehdra Deshmukh 
Elisa Torres 
Brett Findley

Greystone 
Diana Gambaiani 
Emily Schumm

Pintail Landing 
Susan Barker 
Mary Lou Slattery 
Diane Gerstle

Waterside 
Tony Peter and Dana Miller 
Sonia Pandita

Westlake Hills 
Paul Furber 
Carol Pennington 
Diane Robbins

Horizon West 
Janalyce Nugent and Robert Forste 
Sandy Carmichael

Heron Cove 

Westbrook 
Stephanie Garrett 
Kevin Otto 
Melissa Watts

Spring Hill 
Karen Duncan 
Chris Meir

Thanks for your willingness to serve your association.

If you have a concern in your cluster, contact your cluster 
committee members, who serve as your link to the board.

12 Tipton Life | Summer 2022
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Attention pet owners
The No. 1 complaint received in our office is about pets. 

As you are out enjoying the summer weather and walking your pet please take 
advantage of the Pet Waste Stations. There are six waste stations throughout 
the community, they are located at; each side of the bridge at Westlake Hills and 
Turtle Bay, Harrison Ridge Park, at the bridge across from the fire station on Terrace 
Lake Road, at the bridge at Northlake Shores, and on Tipton Lakes Boulevard 
near Oakbrook. If you see a Pet Waste Station that needs attention, please call the 
association office at 812-342-8522. 

14 Tipton Life | Summer 2022
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The following are a few seasonal,  
pet-friendly reminders:
SCOOP THE POOP: Please remember to clean up after your pets 
when exercising them. Pet waste should not be left along walk 
paths or in common areas, the marina or park areas. Please 
remove and properly dispose of pet waste.   

NOT AT THE BEACH: Pets are not allowed at the beach area at the 
marina.   

LEASH RECOMMENDED: The association recommends keeping pets 
on a leash, especially on the pedestrian paths.   

STOP EXCESSIVE BARKING: As we are all out enjoying nicer 
weather, excessive barking from pets can dampen enjoyment. 
Pet owners are encouraged to train their dogs to limit excessive 
barking. Seek local training opportunities through our city animal 
control offices.

Your cooperation is much appreciated and will allow 
all of us to enjoy our park-like setting.

Tipton Life | Summer 2022 15



Community associations: 
three realities 
you can’t escape

All community associations have three 
things in common.

Membership is mandatory. 
Buying a home in a community association 
automatically makes you an association 
member, by law.

Governing documents are 
binding. 
Association governing documents can be 
compared to contracts. They specify the 
owners’ obligations (following the rules, 
paying assessments) and the association’s 
obligations (maintaining common areas, 
preserving home values).

You could lose your home if you 
fail to pay assessments. 
Associations have a legal right to place 
a lien on your property if you don’t pay 
assessments. 

But take heart! Associations also have three 
realities they can’t escape. Associations 
have an obligation to provide three broad 
categories of service to residents. 

Community services: For example, these 
can include maintaining a community 
website, orienting new owners or 
organizing social activities.

 Governance services: For example, 
establishing and maintaining design review 
standards, enforcing rules and recruiting 
volunteers.

 Business services: For example, 
competitively bidding maintenance 
work, investing reserve funds responsibly, 
developing long-range plans and collecting 
assessments. 

By delivering these services fairly and 
effectively, community associations not 
only protect and enhance the value of 
individual homes, but they provide owners 
an opportunity to participate in decisions 
affecting their community and quality of 
life. And those are realities we can live with.

16 Tipton Life | Summer 2022
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Call for
carry out

812-342-7777

A Japanese 
restaurant 

specializing in 
Sushi, Hibachi, 

Teriyaki and 
Vietnamese 

Pho Soup

3860 W Carlos Folger Dr.
columbus, in 47201

Important news

Are you receiving our emails?  
If not, you are missing out on important information.  

Please send an email to  

malorie.ackerman@tiptonlakes.com  

to be added to our distribution list.  

Emails contain important news and 

information about events at Tipton 

Lakes. Email communication is  

cost-effective and timely.  

»

Tipton Life | Summer 2022 17
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812-662-4720 • www.ArborProsIndiana.com

Certified Arborist/Professional Climber
Tree Pruning & Maintenance • Tree Assessment & Diagnosis

Cabling & Bracing • Deadwooding
Chemical Treatments • Tree Removal

Fully-Insured

Andrew J. Hokanson
ISA Certi� ed Arborist®

CERT ID: IN-3608A

We live
in Tipton



Important news

Mailbox Flyers 
It is against the law to post anything on a mailbox.

“No part of a mail receptacle may be used to deliver any matter not bearing 

postage, including items or matter placed upon, supported by, attached 

to, hung from, or inserted into a mail receptacle. Any mailable matter not 

bearing postage and found as described above is subject to the same postage 

as would be paid if it were carried by mail.”

Source: https://faq.usps.com/s/article/Restrictions-for-attaching-flyers-posters-etc-to-a-mailbox

 If a flyer is placed on a Tipton Lakes mailbox and the mailbox is damaged 

when it is removed, the person or company that hung the notice will be 

charged for painting the mailbox.

»

Security 
Tipton Lakes Community Association has hired an outside contractor, 

Columbus Security, to provide periodic security for the summer months. The 

security guards will be in uniform but in unmarked vehicles. They will be on 

the property at random days and times. They will be monitoring the common 

areas for use by non-Tipton Lakes Members. If you are visiting a common area, 

you may be asked to provide proof of residency. Our goal is for this not to be 

an inconvenience but rather a protection of the assessments our members 

pay for the maintenance and upkeep of the common areas. It’s not fair for 

others to use the common areas that do not pay for such use.

Please contact Staci Likens at staci.likens@tiptonlakes.com or 812-342-8522 if 

you have questions.

»
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Dr. Scott 
Taulman 

D.C., C.C.W.P.
Certi� ed Chiropractic
Wellness Practitioner

1001 Washington St. • Columbus, 47201

 • Gentle adjustments • On-site Digital X-Ray
 • Computer Static Electromyography

and Thermography Examinations
 • Cold Laser Therapy

 • Creating Wellness Assessments
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Important news

Nextdoor Mailing 
If you receive a Nextdoor mailing in your mail, this is not related to Tipton 

Lakes Community Association. This mailing was not sent by Tipton Lakes 

Community Association. This online network is a private company that is a 

neighborhood social network.

Tipton Lakes Community Association is not affiliated with this network.

»

Tipton Life | Summer 2022 19



Annual meeting 

update
The association’s annual meeting was held on April 18, 2022 virtually. Prior to the 
meeting the election committee determined that a quorum for the election of board 
directors was not met. The bylaws of the association state that if a quorum is not met 
then the current board members continue to serve until such time as they resign 
from office. Since the quorum was not met, there was no business to come before the 
meeting. 

The cluster committee ballots were counted by the elections committee prior to the 
meeting. For clusters that did not reach a quorum, the volunteers, were appointed by 
the board of directors. A complete listing is included in this issue of Tipton Life.

Andy Simms, president of the association opened the meeting, and recognized 
the board members and introduced Staci Likens, executive director. Mrs. Likens 
introduced staff Nancy Battin, who has been with the association for 26 years and 
Malorie Ackerman. Mrs. Likens highlighted the accomplishments during 2021 which 
included work with the city of Columbus on several drainage issues, the addition of 
walk path at the tunnels, the review of the security plan, the new memorial policy, 
and the continuing development in Oak Ridge, Spring Hill, Horizon West and Tipton 
Pointe. Mrs. Likens discussed the 2022 goals of the association which included 
continued work with the city of Columbus on drainage repairs, website updates, 
securing a contractor for the 2023 reserve study, and the Lookout road closure. 
Mrs. Likens ended her report by giving an update on the remaining development 
throughout the Tipton Lakes community. 



nashvillespicecompany.com
In Coachlight Square • 227 S. Van Buren St. • Nashville 

812.200.1069

Scan to Shop!

SPICE
UP YOUR
SUMMER

Save 10% off your next order in-store or online
with code TIPTON10

Explore over 500 hand-mixed 
spice blends, rubs, & seasonings 
in-store and online.
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James Vogel, treasurer and finance committee chair of the association presented the 
audited financial report. He noted that applicable excerpts were mailed to all members and 
that complete copies are available at the association office. Mr. Vogel shared comparable 
information regarding revenue, expense, reserve fund and property/equipment over 
the last two years. Mr. Vogel stated that association revenue is the same in 2021 from 
2020. Mr. Vogel also indicated that expenses were down in 2021 from 2020 due to the 
dredging project in 2020. In addition, he shared that out of 1287 households there were 
two delinquent assessment accounts at the end of 2021. Mr. Vogel thanked his Finance 
Committee members and the staff for their assistance over the past year. 

Prior to the May 23, 2022 board meeting the following board members resigned from the 
board, Dan Slattery and James Vogel. The remaining board of directors appointed Andy 
Simms, a resident of Westlake Hills; Brenden Barker, a resident of Oak Ridge; and Rob Forste, 
a resident of Horizon West, to three-year terms on the board of directors. The board elected 
new officers at the May 23, 2022 board meeting. The updated information is available at 
www.tiptonlakes.com. 
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205 S. Chestnut St.
Downtown 
Seymour

 Mon-Fri  9-6
Sat 9-4

812-522-2397 

www.greemannfurniture.com

Club Level
Top Grain 

Leather, Power 
Recline & Power 

Headrest



Annual TLCA Garage Sale  
Date Set for June 3 and 4

The Annual Tipton Lakes Garage Sale will be held June 3 and 4. Start cleaning out 

those closets and garages and setting aside items that you can sell. As in prior years, 

the association will place an ad in The Republic. If you would like to be included in the 

ad, please call the association office at 812-342-8522 by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, May 27 

with your information. Garage sale information will also be posted directly outside the 

association office so others can be well informed of your location and participation. 

Please note: Garage sale permits are no longer required.

22 Tipton Life | Summer 2022
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Sans Souci Donations after Garage Sale 
On Saturday, June 4 from noon to 4 p.m., Sans Souci 
will be collecting donations at Harrison Ridge Park in 
Tipton Lakes. Residents of Tipton Lakes may bring boxed, 
bagged or otherwise contained household items and/
or clothing to the collection site near the tennis courts. If 
you have donations of furniture or other large items that 
cannot be transported in your vehicle, please call 812-

372-3419 to schedule a pickup during the week of June 6.

Tipton Life | Summer 2022 23



jUNE 3-4 
Tipton Lakes Annual Garage Sale 
Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Call the association office no 
later than May 27 to include your address on the Garage Sale ad.

at Tipton Lakes 

Mark Your 2022 Calendars  
(All dates and events are subject to change.  
Please check our website, www.tiptonlakes.com 
prior to each event.)

Upcoming  
   events 

EVENTS

June 18 
Fishing Clinic sponsored by Jeremy Pushor of JS&S Boat Storage 
9 -11 a.m. Bring your young children or grandchildren ages 6-12 for this fun 
fishing clinic. The objective of the clinic is to have a hands-on experience 
where the children can learn to tie a fishing knot, bait their hook with crickets 
or worms, touch fish that we will have in a minnow bucket, plus catch fish 
from our dock. There is no fee for the event, however, please call the associa-
tion office at 812-342-8522 or email malorie.ackerman@tiptonlakes.com to let 
us know if you plan to attend.

24 Tipton Life | Summer 2022
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Ed McDaniel Landscaping

812-599-4320
Specializing in
Outdoor Living

All of Your
Landscaping

Needs

Work 
performed by 
horticulturist

jULY 1 
July Fourth Celebration 
Tipton Lakes Marina, parade at 7 p.m. and Fireworks at 10 p.m.
Please note that marina boat ramp access is limited during this event.

December 3 
Donuts with Santa
Stop by the Tipton Lakes marina lower lever between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. to 
have a doughnut and see Santa Claus.

sept. 16
At the marina, sponsored by Jeremy Pushor of Pushor Builders.

All of the listed events are subject to be canceled or postponed.   
Please check our website, www.tiptonlakes.com prior to each event. 

The following dates are tentative
Winedowns 
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TOM SMITH GLASS
COMPANY

SERVING COLUMBUS, IN
SINCE 1972

550 Center Street • Columbus, IN 47201
facebook.com/tomsmithglass

Over 50 Years 
of Commercial Service

& Residential Glass Expertise

Free Estimates • Custom Showers • Mirrors
Table Tops • Screens New/Repair • Window Repair

Standard Clear 
3/8 Glass

Clear 3/8 
Starfi re Glass



What do my General Assessment 
Dollars Provide?
Your monthly general assessment dollars provide all the amenities and 

services of the association.  Your $58.33 per month fee funds the following:

• Maintenance of three beautiful lakes and the dams.

• Liability insurance for the association, directors, and officers.

• Miles of pedestrian walkways.

• A personal welcome packet for each new member.

• Hundreds of annual flowers in the summer.

• Social events such as the  
  Fourth of July celebration, Easter Egg Hunt,  
  Winedowns and Donuts with Santa

• Maintenance — including lawn services,  		
   tree removals and litter pickup, of the 		     	
   marina, common areas, and boulevards.

• Full-time association staff.

• Publications such as four Tipton Life magazines and various brochures  	
  and mailings.

• Professionally audited books and tax preparation.

• Marina staff (May-September).

• Reserve “savings” account for capital repairs and replacements.
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At Griswold Home Care, we help accommodate the unique care 
needs of our clients. For nearly 40 years, we have been referring 
caregivers to assist the elderly, adults with disabilities, and those 

recovering from injuries and illnesses with various services. 
Caregivers help clients remain comfortable at home by providing 
them the helping hand they need. Some clients are only looking 
for companionship while others require more involved personal 

care services, live-in, or overnight services. Our office staff will sit 
down with you to discuss your needs and then connect you with 

a caregiver who can accommodate them all.

Let Us Share the 
Responsibility 
• Homemaking Care

• Personal Care
• Live In/Overnight Home 

Care
• Companion Care

2530 Sandcrest Boulevard l Columbus, IN 47203
812-372-5555

#1 Best Home Health Agency!
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Marina NEWS  
As you receive your summer edition of Tipton 
Life, the marina is open and in full swing for 
another season of offering a wonderful amenity 
to our Tipton Lakes members.

The marina officially opened for the season 
May 7, please reference your marina brochure 
or www.tiptonlakes.com for operating hours. 
The association encourages members to make 
reservations for boat rentals and facilities such 
as, the Lower Level Gathering Room, in advance 
at the association office, Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. ALL BOAT RENTAL 
RESERVATIONS MUST BE PAID FOR BY USING 
YOUR DEBIT/CREDIT CARD, NO CASH WILL BE 
ACCEPTED. Boat rentals of more than two hours 
will require payment two days prior to rental. 
Rental boats are in high demand during the 
summer months, particularly on the weekends. 
Therefore, it is encouraged that members make 
reservations in advance to ensure that we can 
provide a boat at the time desired. 

If you have not rented a boat before, this season 
is a good time to give boat rentals a try. We have 
four pontoon boats that hold up to nine people 
that are available this year. We also have one 
pontoon boat especially equipped for those who 
like to fish, that holds six people. In addition to 
the pontoon boats we have four kayaks. Two of 
the kayaks are doubles and two are singles. We 
also have two paddleboards available to rent.

Your driver’s license serves as your membership 
card and is required for all boat rentals. 
Summer marina passes are required, in lieu of 
a membership card, for those without a valid 
driver’s license.  Summer marina passes can be 
obtained at the association office only, Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.   

Marina brochures were mailed in mid-March 
and include detailed information regarding 
rental rates, lake treatment dates, and contact 
information for the marina staff.  Everything 
you need to know to enjoy the amenities at 
Tipton Lakes is included in one convenient 
brochure.  You may also find information on the 
association’s website at www.tiptonlakes.com. 

Lake treatment dates this year:  

June 8 

June 22 

July 6

July 20

August 10

August 24

Sept. 14

We are proud of our marina area and hope 

that you will assist your association by:

» Discouraging non-member use. Please remember 
to have your driver’s license or summer marina pass 
with you at all times when using amenities.

» Encouraging a litter-free area.

» Encouraging a pet-free swim and beach area.

» Hosting parties at the marina no later than 
10 p.m. when the beach area closes.

» Calling the Columbus Police Department when 
you observe suspicious activity in the area. The CPD 
non-emergency number is 812-376-2600.
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Stay 50 feet (about 3 boat lengths) away 
from homeowner’s docks, swimming areas or 
shoreline areas.

The marina bay, all small coves and the 
canals are considered slow zones.  When 
traveling in these designated areas, slow the 
boat so that no wake is produced.  

If boating late at night, please be respectful 
to others by keeping the noise level low. 
Even if you are in the middle of the lake, 
noise carries a long way across the water. 
Loud late-night parties on a boat are very 
disruptive to the tranquility that we all 
enjoy. 

After dusk please use your boat lights to help 
other boaters see you.

As the summer boating season 
gets underway, the association 
would like to remind all boat owner 
members to observe the following 
rules for boating on Tipton Lakes:

Important 
reminder for 
boat owners

»

»

»

»
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1001 N. Shields Ave. Seymour, IN
Phone: 812-522-4391

Keeping your family 
cool this summer. 

Call
Today!
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Heron Cove cluster  
thrives on community

By Barney Quick  
Photos by Jana Jones

HHeron Cove is the second 
westernmost cluster at Tipton Lakes. 
It’s on the eastern shore of a lake 
between it and Spring Hill. The lake 
is somewhat smaller than the original 
Tipton Lakes, but has its distinct 
charms. The eastern portion tapers 
to a ravine replete with marshy plant 
life. Heron Cove residents note the 
prevalence of various types of birds. 
Certainly the namesake heron, 
of mostly the white variety, but 
occasionally grey as well. They report 
seeing geese, swans, pelicans, hawks 
and ducks, and even the occasional 
bald eagle.

Haven at 
Heron Cove

Home of D.D. Clark
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“Now I feel 
blessed  

to live out 
here.”

— Mariane Hinds

The lake is big enough to 
accommodate such activities as 
kayaking, canoeing and fishing.

As Heron Cove residents head west 
on Goeller Road toward home, they 
enjoy the panorama of the front range 
of southern Indiana’s hills. The view to 
the north is woods.

It’s a fairy recent development 
among Tipton Lakes neighborhoods. 
It was originally conceived as having a 
55-and-older target demographic, but it 
soon gained appeal among families with 
children as well.

John and Mariane Hinds had their 
home built in 2013 and were about 
the third household to move to Heron 
Cove. 

The houses are built by M/I Homes, 
but dwellers have had the option of a 
number of ways to customize the basic 
design. John and Mariane went with an 
open concept. One prominent feature 
is a sunroom adjacent to the dining 
room, allowing guests in each space 
to interact. Their house is also ADA 
compliant, mainly to accommodate 
their son, who lives in town and comes 
to visit frequently.

Home of John and Mariane Hinds

John and Mariane Hinds
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“I saw this development on the 
Internet,” says John. “At the time, our 
house in town was going to need a lot of 
work soon, so I’d been thinking about 
options.”

Mariane wasn’t sold on moving to 
the city’s far west side at first. She was 
apprehensive about the long drive to 
places she frequently goes, such as 
church.

“But when you retire, you can kind 
of slow life down,” she says. “Now I feel 
blessed to live out here.”

She appreciates the fact that families 
with kids have established a presence. 

“There are some kids that stop by to 
visit us. We’ve really become close with 
a family across the street. We attend 
their activities such as dance recitals, 
birthdays and Indian festivals.”

John likes the international quality 
of the neighborhood. He notes that 
there are Indian, Brazilian, Chinese and 
Mexican households.

D.D. Clark shares her home with two 
cats.

Home of D.D. Clark

Home of D.D. Clark

D.D. Clark
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“I’ve known more 
neighbors here than 

any place  
I’ve ever lived.”

— D.D. Clark

She had been traveling a lot for her 
job as a veterinarian working for a drug 
company, but recently switched to a 
position that allows her more time at 
home. Her family, originally from West 
Lafayette, came bit by bit to Tipton 
Lakes. Her parents live in Westlake Park 
and her brother and his family live in 
Oakbrook.

“Because I was traveling a lot when I 
moved here, I wanted my house to be 
like of a vacation home,” she says.

Hence the emphasis on the deck 
facing the lake and view of the hills, as

Home of Robin Hilber

Home of Robin Hilber
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well as a fire pit down by the beach. She’s an 
avid landscaper. One prominent creation is her 
flower garden.

She likes her neighbors a lot.
“I had a Heron Cove party at my house last 

fall to welcome new arrivals. I’ve known more 
neighbors here than any place I’ve ever lived.”

She’s also hosted fish fries, and a barbecue 
with extended family for her parents’ 50th 
anniversary. 

She was immediately convinced that Heron 
Cove was the place for her.

“I drove by one day and saw that the lot was 
open,” she says. “I wrote a check that day.”

Robin Hilber moved to the neighborhood in 

the spring of 2021. 
“My kids were shocked,” she notes. “I’d lived at 

The Lagoons in town and experienced the 2008 
flood. I’d sworn I was never going to live on a 
body of water again.”

It’s home now, though. Heading out on the 
walking paths is one of her favorite activities. She 
also enjoys the variety of birds on the lake.

Heron Cove distills the various appeals of 
Tipton Lakes in general. There is definitely a feel 
of being in a pastoral setting, but convenient 
ways to get into the city abound. Most important 
of all to its residents, though, is being surrounded 
by people who are a delight to live with. 

Robin Hilber
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S
Local contractor contributes more than mulch

By Barney Quick  // Photos by Jana Jones

Keeping tipton 
grounded

Sam Vasquez is indispensable to Tipton 
Lakes, not only for the work he does as 
a contractor, but for what he adds to its 
culture. A burly, white-haired man with 
a long, flowing beard and hands that are 
well-acquainted with physical labor, he’s 
easily given to a hearty laugh and is a 
storehouse of Tipton Lakes lore.

For the association, he handles minor 
landscaping projects, fence repair, tree 
planting and removal, building repair, 

construction of retaining walls and shrub 
replacement. He also has a roster of 
homeowner clients. 

His crew varies in size from two to 
eight people. They work out of a building 
located on Carr Hill Road owned by the 
association. He starts his day by stopping 
at the association office to get a list of 
work orders from executive director Staci 
Likens. 

He works for nine months a year, and

Sam Vasquez



Tipton Life | Summer 2022 37

“It’s quite a feeling to 
look at a site at the end 

of a day and see how 
different it looks from 
when you arrived...”

— Sam Vasquez

then, according to him, hibernates for three.
Actually, he spends that time woodworking, 

building tables, wall hangings, shelves and hope 
chests.

He moved with his family to Brown County from 
Mercedes, Texas at age 2 in 1960. His father had a 
200-acre Christmas tree farm on Beck’s Grove Road, 
on land where Sam still lives. He sold trees on a 
wholesale basis all over Indiana and Kentucky. 

When Sam took the operation over, he expanded 
into landscaping. He does still raise what he terms “a 
few” trees, meaning around 800.

He’s worked for Tipton Lakes since 1998.
“Bill Champion Jr. asked me to help him lay sod at 

the marina and association office site,” says Vasquez. 
“Don Michael told him, ‘I like the way they work. 
When they get done with this job, give them another 
one, and then another one.’ That’s how it started.”

He originally worked out of a barn where Spring 
Hill is now. When the association relocated the 
contracting facility, he bought the barn and moved it 
to his Brown County land.

He’s seen lots of changes and growth.
“I used to bail hay out of the land where a lot of 

these additions are,” he says. “Pintail had just started 
when I did. I’d say Waterside was half-developed 
then.”

He and his wife Barbara have two daughters, 
Andi and Sarah. They each used to work for the 
association, watering flowers and landscaping, 
respectively.

He’s cultivated a lot of friendships, some going 
back to his beginnings with Tipton Lakes.

“A lot of people know me here.”
The white hair and beard result from 

chemotherapy he underwent for kidney cancer in 
2005. 

“One day, some years back, our crew was planting 
trees down the road,” he recalls. “I was all bundled 
up. A lady and her kids went by on the trail. One 
kid stopped and said, ‘Look, there’s Santa planting a 
tree!’”

At the time of his kidney issue, his team of doctors 
also detected spots on his lung. He was put on a 
medicine that had been newly developed. At present, 
he has one spot left, which has neither grown nor 
presented him with problems.

“I still take my chemo pill every day,” he says. “But 

actually, it’s all up to him,” he adds, pointing a finger 
upward. “If I’m here tomorrow that’s great. If not, 
I’m in a better place.”

He has no plans to taper off. 
“It’s not really work,” he says. “Well, in a way it is, 

but it’s quite a feeling to look at a site at the end of 
a day and see how different it looks from when you 
arrived in the morning and say, ‘I did that.’”



Tidbits

 Trash Toters should be stored out of sight, 
such as in a garage or screened from view 
when not in use. Please do not leave your 
toter out where it can be easily seen from 
the street view of your home. The association 
regularly inspects the property for toter 
violations. Members will receive a violation 
notice if the toter is not stored properly.

Call Before Digging. Finding out if it’s “safe 
to dig” on your property is as easy as dialing 
811 to arrange for utility companies to mark 
locations of underground lines.

Lake Treatment Schedule. Remember to 
watch for red buoys in the lakes. These 
indicate a 24-hour prohibition on swimming, 
eating fish and general contact with the water.

• June 8 & 22
• July 6 & 20

The above dates are subject to change with 
possible inclement weather conditions. If 
you are planning an event, you may want to 
check with the association office, 812-342-
8522, to see if the lake treatment schedule has 
changed due to inclement weather. 

Round up those weeds! A little bit of weed 
killer on your sidewalks and curbs works 
wonders to beautify your yard. 

One way to be a good neighbor in the spring 
and summer: avoid early morning hours or 
times when a neighbor is hosting an outdoor 
event when mowing your lawn!

One way to be a good association member in 
the summer: Do not blow grass clippings into 
the lake. They just end up in the bottom of the 
lake, costing more to maintain our clean lake 
system.

Help us maintain our pedestrian paths. 
Although we perform a yearly audit on the 
conditions of our paths, there are miles of 
them to keep track of. If you notice a problem 
area, please call the association office. In 
addition, the association maintains the grass 
between the path and the curb. However, 
homeowners maintain the area inside the 
path. If there is a problem with overgrown 
landscaping that impedes passage on the 
paths, please let the association office know 
and staff will contact the owner. Assistance 
from owners in maintaining plants along the 
path is greatly appreciated.

City Chuckhole Patrol has swung into action 
and is readily patching those annoying holes 
that have popped up everywhere in the 
streets over the winter months. City residents 
wishing to report chuckholes may call the 
City Garage at 812-376-2508, Monday through 
Friday from 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Streetlight not working?
The association staff monitors street lights on a regular basis and reports those that 
are not working. However, we may not notice a light that is near your home, mailbox, 
along your regular walking route, etc. If you notice a light not working please send 
an email to malorie.ackerman@tiptonlakes.com or call the office at 812-342-8522. 
When reporting a light out please provide the number off of the light pole, this aids 
in having them repaired.

• Aug. 10 & 24
• Sept. 14
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5 301 1st St, Columbus, IN 47201   •    (812) 372-2200    •    www.homes4columbus.com

 * Each office independently owned & operated *

To view our listings, 
scan this code with your 

smart phone. 

Follow us @remaxcolumbus

Patrick McGuire
(812) 219-7793
realtormcguire

@gmail.com

Robyn Agnew
(812) 390-0509
agnew.robyn
@yahoo.com

Jill Raper
(812) 799-6238

jillraper2
@gmail.com

Steve White
 (812) 350-4317
stevenewhite

@msn.com

Finke & Rosenberg Team
(812) 373-7653

jeff
@jefffinke.com

Brad Voegerl 
(812) 350-7733

bradvoegerl
@remax.net

Bev Denney
(812) 343-1867

bdenney
@remax.net

Jim Tempel
(812) 350-2603

jtempel
@rnetinc.net

Jean & Annette Donica
(812) 350-9299

jeandonica
@gmail.com

Anuja  Chandra
(812) 350-5162 

anujaguptachandra
@gmail.com

Vicky Gelfius
(812) 350-0056

vickygelfius
@gmail.com

Jillian Tran
(812) 344-0863

resultsjillian
@gmail.com

Jennifer Romilus
(812) 603-6003
jennifer.romilus

@yahoo.com

Sunshine Hartwell
(812) 701-5259

shartwell75
@gmail.com

Team Columbus
(812) 350-8022

teamcolumbusin
@gmail.com

Carrie Abfall
(812) 390-8440

carriea
@remax.net

April Hooker
(812) 343-6188
april_hooker
@yahoo.com

Rick Snyder
(812) 350-4523

rick.snyder
@ymail.com

Kelly Sullivan
(812) 350-7071
kellysullivan
@remax.net

Cheryl Weddle
(812) 350-4632

dcweddle
@comcast.net

Natalie Adkins
(812) 343-0587

natalieallen47201
@yahoo.com

Julie Timmons
(513) 313-9037

julie.ann.timmons
@gmail.com

Jeff & Joy Hilycord Team
(812) 350-2366

jeff
@jeffandjoy.net

Missy West
(317) 439-9147

mac.west68
@gmail.com

Amy Donica 
(317) 417-2430

apdonica
@msn.com

Sarah Sanders, Lynne Hyatt, Alison Wold, & 
Evelyn Hammon

(812) 447-2503
sarahsanders @remax.net

Cindy Patchett
(812) 390-9963

cindy@patchettreal
estate.com

Dana Carson
(812) 343-2316

danacarson
@remax.net

The Boyce Group
(812) 371-7558

kboyce
@remax.net

Joan Baker
(812) 343-2900

joanbaker
@remax.net 

Mark Watkins
 (317) 695-5381

mark
@beacon-builders.com

Jim Petro
(812) 390-0165

jimpetro43
@gmail.com

Candie Clayburn
(812) 707-7592

cclayburn
@remax.net

Chris Braun
(646) 334-3554     

chrisbraun
@mac.com


