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Four Seasons                                        
A BHI SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY                       

812.372.8481
1901 Taylor Road                                                                                                      

Columbus, IN  47203                                                                                                   
www.fourseasonsretirement.com

LIVING LARGE
at

Downsizing your residence doesn’t 
mean that you have to downsize 
your lifestyle. Four Seasons has 
plenty of space for socializing, 
hobbies, dining with family and 
staying engaged with everything 
you enjoy.  Our apartments are 
comfortable and well-appointed, 
all with patios, but that’s just the 
beginning.

Residents have so many options 
right within the community.  There 
are spacious dining rooms, a nice-
ly equipped fitness center, library, 
billiards room, a large Chapel and 
much more all under a single roof. 
In fact, our entire community is all 
on one floor so there are no stairs 
or elevators.

The service at Four Seasons is just as impressive.  In 
addition to delicious meals, transportation and great 
social opportunities, assisted living services are  
provided by trusted Four Seasons staff members.
 
If you’re wondering if senior living is the right 
choice for you or a loved one, make an appointment 
to visit Four Seasons.  It will be our pleasure to 
show you why we’ve been the Columbus area’s 
preferred retirement community since 1967.

A non-profit, faith-based, financially secure community
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A Note from Staci

The mission of the 
association is to promote 
an attractive environment 
where people will want 
to reside. This will be 
accomplished through 
community involvement 
in landscaping and lake 
maintenance, architectural 
review, rules enforcement, 
effective communication 
and community interaction. 
Through this effort the 
association supports each 
resident’s desire to protect 
their property value.

mission  
statement

Welcome to our Fall issue of Tipton Life™.  We have no idea how 

it turned into September already, the days insist on shortening, 

the leaves are turning color and the children are back in school. 

However, there continues to be an abundance of Members 

utilizing our pedestrian paths, swimming, boating and enjoying 

the last few days of warm weather.  It’s both refreshing and 

rewarding to see the activity continue.

Be sure and take a look at the article on page 36. We are excited 

to share some construction activity in a couple of our clusters. 

Davis Homes is building on the remaining lots in Spring Hill and 

Beacon Builders will be beginning construction soon in Horizon 

West. In Oak Ridge there are few lots available in Phase II and 

Phase III has just opened up and is ready for construction.

Oak Ridge was started in 2016 by Cornerstone Land 

Development LLC. There are currently two main streets that are 

not connected known as Oak Ridge Lane and Oak Ridge Trail. 

The lots are completed on Oak Ridge Lane but there are few lots 

still available on Oak Ridge Trail. Phase III on Oak Ridge Court 

is open and available to buyers. These homes will be smaller 

in size and have common exterior mowing. Check out our 

members from Oak Ridge on page 30 to see why Oak Ridge and 

Tipton Lakes are special to them.  

Tipton Life™ is the official magazine of Tipton Lakes 

Community Association (TLCA). All information included in 

each and every edition is generated in partnership between 

Aim Media Indiana and TLCA. You can count on up-to-date, 

factual and informative news here. In addition, we hope Tipton 

Life™ will help our members get to know our community and 

neighbors. Whether you are new to the community or have 

lived here for many years, our magazine is designed with you in 

mind.

You can help us make Tipton Life™ more meaningful by making 

content suggestions and participating in our news gathering. If 

you have information you would like to share or have content 

suggestions, please contact the Association Office at 812-342-

8522 or by email at Kelly.Hurd@tiptonlakes.com.

— Tipton Lakes Community Association Board and Staff

8 Tipton Life | Fall 2022
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WWelcome new members! On behalf of the board of 
directors and the association staff, we would like to 
welcome you to Tipton Lakes. We hope you are enjoying 
your new home and your new community.

By this time, you should have received your “Green Book,” 
the complete set of governing documents of Tipton Lakes 
Community Association. These documents explain your 
membership and the other aspects of your Community 
Association. All members, including renters, must abide by 
the provisions of these documents. In addition, you should 
have received a welcome bag with additional information 
and goodies.

Take time to stop by the association office, located at the 
marina, to meet the staff. We want to get to know you and 
your family. To help the staff, please be sure to send us your 
membership agreement and your survey. This information 
is essential and enables the association to keep records of 
our membership. 

Once again, welcome to Tipton Lakes. The board and staff 
are here to help make life at Tipton Lakes more enjoyable. If 
you have any suggestions, comments or questions, feel free 
to contact us at the association office, 812-342-8522 or at 
Kelly.Hurd@tiptonlakes.com. Please do get involved in your 
association. 
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• Rich social life
• Gracious amenities
• Private dog park
• Comfortable and secure surroundings
• Restaurant-style dining
• Staff  of licensed nurses
• Scheduled transportation
• Emergency call/response system
• Fitness center

Located on the west side of Columbus, Traditions of Columbus is home to 
seniors looking for comfort, care and the good things in life.

Sales o�  ce located at 4020 Goeller Blvd., Suite H (In Woodcrest Plaza)

EVERY FAMILY HAS THEIR TRADITIONS

TRADITIONS can be part of yours.

Now 
Open!

Call today 

to schedule a tour at 

812-552-0500



12 Tipton Life | Fall 2022

Getting to Know 
Our “Green Book”

Copies of our Covenants have been neatly 
housed inside a green, three-ring binder 
that has, over the years, been commonly 
referred to as our “Green Book.”  Although 
a bit overwhelming at first glance, the 
binder is organized to assist members in 
finding important information about living 
in Tipton Lakes and being a member of our 
association.

Sections include:

Articles of Incorporation – Dating to 
1981, declares the association as a legal, 
incorporated entity.

Bylaws – Framework for how the 
association functions.

Declaration – Defines property subject to 
the Declaration, the general organization, 
purpose and membership of the 
association, defines common areas and 
responsibility for maintenance, addresses 
assessment rates, use of property, 
maintenance of the lakes, dams and 
canals, first mortgagee’s rights, developer’s 
reservations, easements and general 
provisions for all areas in Tipton Lakes.

Supplementary Declaration – Further 
defines specific responsibilities of each 
cluster.

Rules and Regulations – Is a working 
document adopted by the Board of 
Directors, to give direction for use of lakes, 
property and common areas, annual 
assessment collection, design review 
procedures and applications, and rules 
enforcement procedures.

Membership Agreement – Which is signed 
by each new member.

Budgets – Copies of the General Budget and 
applicable cluster budget are helpful tools in 
answering questions about assessments.

Financial Statements – Although 
condensed versions are distributed each 
year in preparation for our Annual Meeting 
in the spring, complete copies are available 
in the association office.

Design and Maintenance Guidelines – Are 
used by the Design Review Modifications 
Committee each time an application is 
received for review. If you are considering an 
exterior change to your home, you will find 
these guidelines essential. 
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Marina Open Weekends until October 2nd

Take advantage of the last few days of the marina 
season and enjoy a boat ride in one of our rental boats. 
Beginning Sept. 6, the marina remains open for boat 
rentals between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. with an advance 
reservation, Monday-Thursday and 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Friday-Sunday.

If you are planning to rent a boat, we recommend that 
you contact the marina in advance at 812-342-6423 
to reserve your boat. This will ensure that we have 
adequate staff to accommodate your rental request.
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Do you want more out of your 
day-to-day checking account? Enjoy access to money-saving benefits with

$MART Checking and $MART Checking with Interest!

Open your account today:
240 Jackson Street • 1901 25th Street

2310 W. Jonathan Moore Pike
Columbus, IN

germanamerican.com



Neighborly Reminders

Exterior changes:  If you 
are planning any changes 
to the exterior of your 
home or lot, a Design 
Review Application 
must be submitted. 
Completed applications, 
including all required 
information, should 
be submitted to the 
association office by the 
first day of the month to 
be guaranteed that they will 
be reviewed at that month’s 
meeting. The Design Review Committee 
meets during the second week of every 
month. All new construction design 
review applications and all 
modification applications 
that require a building 
permit and that change 
the exterior footprint 
and/or elevation of 
the home will incur a 
$250 application fee. 
This fee is due when the 
application is submitted.

Pet owners:  Please 
properly dispose of all 
pet waste. Ideally, this means 
picking up all waste and disposing of it in 
waste containers. As you walk along the 
pedestrian paths, you will find Doggie 
Waste Stations. When putting pet waste 
into plastic baggies, it is essential that 
the baggies are not disposed of in the 
street/storm drains. Improperly disposed 

of pet waste bags end up in our 
lakes. Cooperation is greatly 

appreciated.  

Leaf removal:  It won’t 
be long before the leaves 
will be falling and clean 
up begins. Please do 
not rake or blow leaves 

into the lakes. The City 
of Columbus provides leaf 

removal. Members are asked 
to rake leaves to their curb (not 

in the street as it clogs street drains). 
Leaves will be picked up by the city on a 
routine basis.

Ornamental Grass 
Removal:  Many enjoy 

the beauty of ornamental 
grasses throughout our 
community. However, 
grasses left unattended 
or not sheltered from 
wind during the winter 

months, can become 
unsightly. Therefore, the 

association requests that if 
you have ornamental grasses in 

your yard that will be susceptible to 
wind damage and/or are not sheltered by 
your home, please cut these down in the fall. 
This will save yourself the hassle of chasing 
down the stray plumes that may scatter 
throughout your yard and your neighbor’s 
yard during the winter months.

14 Tipton Life | Fall 2022
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Sidewalks:  Sidewalk maintenance is the responsibility of the owner. This time of year it is 
particularly helpful to keep your sidewalk clean and tidy by picking up sticks and debris and edging 
the grass from the sidewalk edge. If your sidewalk is in disrepair, please have it repaired.  The city 
does offer a shared cost sidewalk and curb program. The application can be found at  
columbus.in.gov/engineering/sidewalks/shared-cost-sidewalk-and-curb-scsc-program/.  
It’s the little things that add curb appeal to homes and keep our walkers safe.

Trees near pedestrian paths:  If you are a homeowner who has trees along the pedestrian 
paths, please take a look at them to see if they need to be trimmed.  This can be a real hazard to bike 
riders and walkers. Please help by trimming your trees to eliminate this hazard. For clarification, the 
association maintains the property between the pedestrian path and the road, and the homeowner 
maintains the area up to the pedestrian path, including mowing and tree maintenance.
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Important news

Mailbox Flyers 
It is against the law to post anything on a 

mailbox.

“No part of a mail receptacle may be used to deliver 

any matter not bearing postage, including items 

or matter placed upon, supported by, attached 

to, hung from, or inserted into a mail receptacle. 

Any mailable matter not bearing postage and found 

as described above is subject to the same postage as 

would be paid if it were carried by mail.”

Source: https://faq.usps.com/s/article/Restrictions-for-

attaching-flyers-posters-etc-to-a-mailbox

 If a flyer is placed on a Tipton Lakes mailbox and 

the mailbox is damaged when it is removed, the 

person or company that hung the notice will be 

charged for painting the mailbox.

»
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Nextdoor Mailing 
If you receive a Nextdoor mailing in your mail, this is not related to Tipton 

Lakes Community Association. This mailing was not sent by Tipton Lakes 

Community Association. This online network is a private company that is a 

neighborhood social network.

Tipton Lakes Community Association is not affiliated with this network.

»



Important news

Subject to credit approval. Property insurance required. Some restrictions may 
apply. Program conditions subject to change. Available on first mortgage purchase 
transactions on owner-occupied residences. Member FDIC. 2227961-0822-003.

With a One-Step Construction Loan from Old National, 
your clients can manage the entire home financing 
process with one application. That means less hassle  
and more peace of mind for everyone involved. 

•  Convenient one-time closing
•   Rate locked at application to avoid rising rates  

during construction
•   Interest-only payments during construction  

period, up to 12 months
•  Variety of rates and terms available
•  Conforming and jumbo loan amounts available

To learn more, I’m ready to help.

Ryan Doughty
Mortgage Loan Officer, VP
NMLS #490114
812-418-7112
ryan.doughty@oldnational.com
Apply online: oldnational.com/doughty

FLEXIBLE AND SIMPLE

A Construction Loan 
for Builders & Buyers

oldnational.com/mortgage
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Are you receiving our emails?  
If not, you are missing out on important information.  

Please send an email to  

Kelly.Hurd@tiptonlakes.com  

to be added to our distribution list.  

Emails contain important news and 

information about events at Tipton 

Lakes. Email communication is  

cost-effective and timely.  

»
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Parents of trick-or-treating kids can get so caught up in the fun themselves that they might 
forget some simple safety ideas that could keep everyone out of trouble. Having a fun and 
safe Halloween will make it all worth while!

Walk Safely

1. Cross the street at corners, using traffic signals and crosswalks.

2. Look left, right and left again when crossing and keep looking as you cross. 

3. Put electronic devices down, keep heads up and walk, don’t run, across the street.

4. Teach children to make eye contact with drivers before crossing in front of them.

5. Always walk on sidewalks or paths. If there are no sidewalks, walk facing traffic as far to the 
left as possible. Children should walk on direct routes with the fewest street crossings.

6. Watch for cars that are turning or backing up. Teach children to never dart out into the 
street or cross between parked cars.

Trick or treat with an adult

Children under the age of 12 should not be alone at night without adult supervision. If kids 
are mature enough to be out without supervision, they should stick to familiar areas that are 
well lit and trick-or-treat in groups.

Keep Costumes Both Creative and Safe

1. Decorate costumes and bags with reflective tape or stickers and, if possible, choose light 
colors.

2. Choose face paint and makeup whenever possible instead of masks, which can obstruct a 
child’s vision.

3. Have kids carry glow sticks or flashlights to help them see and be seen by drivers. 

4. When selecting a costume, make sure it is the right size to prevent trips and falls. 

Halloween Safety Tips



Halloween Safety Tips
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Drive Extra Safely on Halloween

1. Slow down and be especially alert in residential neighborhoods. Children are excited on 
Halloween and may move in unpredictable ways.

2. Take extra time to look for kids at intersections, on medians and on curbs.

3. Enter and exit driveways and alleys slowly and carefully.

4. Eliminate any distractions inside your car so you can concentrate on the road and your 
surroundings.

5. Drive slowly, anticipate heavy pedestrian traffic and turn your headlights on earlier in the 
day to spot children from greater distances.

6. Popular trick-or-treating hours are 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. so be especially alert for kids 
during those hours.

Make Halloween a fun, safe and happy time for your kids and they’ll carry on the 
tradition that you taught them to their own families some day!
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At Griswold Home Care, we help accommodate the unique care 
needs of our clients. For nearly 40 years, we have been referring 
caregivers to assist the elderly, adults with disabilities, and those 

recovering from injuries and illnesses with various services. 
Caregivers help clients remain comfortable at home by providing 
them the helping hand they need. Some clients are only looking 
for companionship while others require more involved personal 

care services, live-in, or overnight services. Our office staff will sit 
down with you to discuss your needs and then connect you with 

a caregiver who can accommodate them all.

Let Us Share the 
Responsibility 
• Homemaking Care

• Personal Care
• Live In/Overnight Home 

Care
• Companion Care

2530 Sandcrest Boulevard l Columbus, IN 47203
812-372-5555

#1 Best Home Health Agency!

IN-35114091

Ed McDaniel Landscaping

812-599-4320
Specializing in
Outdoor Living

All of Your
Landscaping

Needs

Work 
performed by 
horticulturist
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4th of July Celebration
Members gathered at the marina on July 1 to celebrate Independence Day. The evening 
started with a parade down Tipton Lakes Blvd.  This was followed by fish sandwiches and 
hot dogs provided by Mahoney’s, snow cones by SNO Biz, live music provided by Brown 25, 
a bounce house and a spectacular fireworks show. Each year this event grows in number 
and enthusiasm, with members and their extended family enjoying the convenience of 
fireworks right here in Tipton Lakes.  

The fireworks company works with the association to position the fireworks display over 
the tree line just east of the marina. Members come by foot and by boat to participate 
in the celebration.  There were also plenty of “shows” by members who set off fireworks 
from their yards for everyone to enjoy prior to and after the Tipton Lakes Community 
Association fireworks show.

Neighborhood celebrations, like the Independence Day event, make living in Tipton Lakes 
both enjoyable and fun!
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at Tipton Lakes 

Mark Your 2022 Calendars  
(All dates and events are subject to change.  
Please check our website, www.tiptonlakes.com 
prior to each event.)

Upcoming  
   events 

EVENTS

Saturday, December 3 
Donuts with Santa sponsored by Jeremy Pushor of JS&S Boat Storage
Stop by the Tipton Lakes marina lower lever between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.  
to have a doughnut and see Santa Claus.

FRIDAY, September 16 
6:30-8:00 pm, Pizza and Beer 
Join neighboring Adults for a fun Friday night gathering at Tipton Lakes Marina.   
Delicious pizza and beer samples provided by Zwanzigs. FREE!  Larger glasses of 
beer will be available for purchase.  
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TOM SMITH GLASS
COMPANY

SERVING COLUMBUS, IN
SINCE 1972

550 Center Street • Columbus, IN 47201
facebook.com/tomsmithglass

Over 50 Years 
of Commercial Service

& Residential Glass Expertise

Free Estimates • Custom Showers • Mirrors
Table Tops • Screens New/Repair • Window Repair

Standard Clear 
3/8 Glass

Clear 3/8 
Starfi re Glass
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812-662-4720 • www.ArborProsIndiana.com

Certified Arborist/Professional Climber
Tree Pruning & Maintenance • Tree Assessment & Diagnosis

Cabling & Bracing • Deadwooding
Chemical Treatments • Tree Removal

Fully-Insured

Andrew J. Hokanson
ISA Certi� ed Arborist®

CERT ID: IN-3608A

We live
in Tipton
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Yes, There are turtles in the lake.

What is turtle basking?

Basking essentially means drying out and absorbing the UV rays of the sun. It’s something 
turtles do in their natural habitat every day (conditions permitting) and need to do in 
captivity.

How many hours do turtles bask?

Turtles generally bask between 2 to 8 hours each day. What is this? Most turtles such as 
map turtles and sliders follow this basking routine, and it isn’t an issue as long as the turtle 
returns to the water each day and stays there for significant amounts of time.

Do turtles sleep while basking?

Turtles generally sleep for about 4 to 7 hours each night. They might also sleep during the 
day or go to sleep for long periods of time if they’re hibernating. They may also rest in their 
basking area for long hours. Even when they sleep expect them to wake up frequently to 
breathe.

Why do turtles need to bask?

Turtles are cold-blooded animals, so they cannot control their body temperature internally. 
The only way they have to raise their body temperature is to bask to absorb warmth and 
vital UV rays. While heat is radiated to their bodies from their shells, they often stretch out 
their legs to collect additional heat.

How long can a turtle go without basking?

A turtle can go a couple weeks without basking. However, after a month or so, their health 
will almost certainly deteriorate.

Can turtles bask too much?

The answer is yes, although most basking turtles will actually bask for around 6-8 hours per 
day. Prolonged basking that is out of the ordinary can in some cases signify that your turtle 
could be ill or your water temperature is too low.

Turtle Basking
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What is a basking area?

The basking area will include some sort 
of stable, easily accessible dock. This area 
should be 10 degrees (F) warmer than the 
temperature of the water.

Why do turtles bask on top of each 
other?

Turtles pile on top of each other to get 
exposed to more sun-rays. They do this in 
order to receive as much UV as they can, and 
also for warmth.

www.allturtles.com/turtle-basking/
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205 S. Chestnut St.
Downtown 
Seymour

 Mon-Fri  9-6
Sat 9-4

812-522-2397 

www.greemannfurniture.com

Club Level
Top Grain 

Leather, Power 
Recline & Power 

Headrest

nashvillespicecompany.com
In Coachlight Square • 227 S. Van Buren St. • Nashville 

812.200.1069

Scan to Shop!

Save 10% off your next order in-store or online
with code TIPTON10

GIFTS
FOR FOOD
LOVERS
Give the gift of flavor, with 
one of our hand-selected 
variety boxes.
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•	 Any motor home or other self-contained 
camper.

•	 Any camper slip-ons where the camper 
backs are higher than the roofline of the 
cab of the truck.

•	 Any mobile home, trailer or fifth-wheel 
trailer.

•	 Any pop-up camp/tent trailer or other 
similar, recreation-oriented portable or 
transportable facility or conveyance.

Any other vehicle not defined above that could 
not normally or regularly be used for daily 
transportation, including dune buggies or non-
operative automobiles or other automotive 
equipment not licensed for use on the 
highways of Indiana.

This policy does not extend to include properly 
docked boats in the water.

The following vehicles shall be treated in the 
same manner as recreation vehicles:

•	 Any vehicle that is included in the Indiana 
code as being defined as commercial.

•	 Any vehicle that has commercial signs 
or advertising or commercial equipment 
visible.

•	 Any private or public school or church 
buses.

•	 Utility, storage or U-Haul type trailers.

At the December 6, 2016 Columbus City 
Council meeting, the city officials voted to 
approve changes to the city rules concerning 
abandoned, inoperable and oversized vehicles 
parked on public property.  

The changes state that recreational vehicles, 
buses, boats and non-motorized vehicles, 
including those that are hooked up to a truck, 
car or other vehicle meant to haul, cannot 
be parked on any city street, sidewalk, public 
right-of-way or alley. The ordinance does allow 
for boats or RV’s to be parked on a public street 
next to a person’s residence if the parking is 
intended to prepare for planned trips, vacations 
or unloading equipment. Parking would not be 
allowed for more than two consecutive days or 
more than two days in a seven-day period.

It is also a city violation to keep, park or store 
any unlicensed or inoperable vehicles or parts 
thereof on private or public property, except in 
a legally conforming garage, carport or other 
permanent enclosure.

Tipton Lakes Community Association has 
specific rules with regard to storage and 
parking of different types of vehicles. The rules 
can be found in the Design and Maintenance 
Guidelines and are stated below for a quick 
reminder.

The Board of Directors has defined 
“recreational vehicle” as follows:

•	 Any boat or boat trailer.

»

»

STORAGE AND PARKING OF 
VEHICLES, BOATS, TRAILERS, 
CAMPERS, MOBILE HOMES, & 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
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No recreational vehicle may be stored in open view on residential property.

Only one recreational vehicle is permitted for visitation for seven consecutive days and not to 
exceed 15 days in any one-year. At no time shall such parked recreational vehicle be occupied 
for living or sleeping except for visitation. (Reminder: the new city ordinance will only allow 2 
days, when parked on a city street.)

The use of storage covers on commercial or non-commercial vehicles (including motorcycles 
or motorized bicycles) or recreational vehicles while parked on the owner’s lot or the street is 
prohibited. 

A full copy of the Design and Maintenance Guidelines, can be located in your Green Book or on 
the website at www.tiptonlakes.com. If you have further questions or would like a copy of the 
guidelines, please contact the association office at 812-342-8522.

As always, your cooperation is greatly appreciated.

»
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2022 Budget Preparation 

begins
Each year the association staff, board members, committee volunteers and cluster 
committee representatives spend a considerable amount of time on budget 
preparations. Included are several steps to ensure that the association is adequately 
prepared and funded for the upcoming year. It’s a complex activity that starts early so 
the budget can be finalized and approved prior to the beginning of the new fiscal year. 

Here’s how we do it:

The Finance Committee reviews current year spending; identifying any possible 
shortfalls or overages and reviewing requirements for the upcoming fiscal year. 

The Finance Committee, board, cluster committee members and association staff work 
together to gather all financial information needed to project expenses for the coming 
year. This could include a reserve analysis, bids for contracts, projections for utility 
or service increases, requests for new/additional projects, comparisons of past years’ 
budget trends and many other details.

The Finance Committee also examines all sources of income — assessments, interest 
on investments, proceeds from marina operations and other sources of miscellaneous 
income.

The Finance Committee creates working drafts by adjusting the expenses and income 
until they balance. This may be accomplished by foregoing certain expenses to avoid 
raising assessments. It may also be necessary to raise assessments to cover increased 
expenses, such as utilities, that the board cannot control.

When the Finance Committee has developed the best possible budget draft, the board 
approves the budget and sends a copy to every member along with their assessment 
rate for the upcoming fiscal year. 

As you can see, we start the budget process early with the goal of allowing time for 
member input and proper review.

•
•

•

•

•
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Morales
“EXPERIENCE MATTERS”
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jormor6024@yahoo.com

Morales
“EXPERIENCE MATTERS”“EXPERIENCE MATTERS”

Paid for by the friends of Jorge Morales.

For County Council District 4
I humbly ask for your support and vote.
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1001 N. Shields Ave. Seymour, IN
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Aerate Your Lawn 
Your lawn has been used all summer 
long by animals, children, and your own 
lawnmower. Over the course of the 
summer, the soil can become compacted. 
This compaction makes it more difficult for 
water and nutrients to be absorbed into 
your lawn.  Aeration provides a chance for 
your lawn to “breathe.” This will help your 
lawn come back strong and vibrant in the 
spring.

Rake Your Leaves 
Not only is a lawn full of dropped leaves 
an eyesore, but they can actually damage 
your lawn.  If a thin layer of leaves is left 
on the grass when the winter snows start, 
this layer can suffocate your lawn, leading 
to dead spots come springtime. There 
are many great uses for those leaves, 
from winter insulation for plant roots to 
additions to your compost pile.

Fertilize 
While the weather is still relatively warm, 
don’t forget to give your lawn one 
last application of fertilizer. The cooler 
temperatures are the perfect time to 
fertilize your lawn and help it recover from 
the long, hot months of summer. By giving 
your lawn an application of fertilizer in 
the fall, you will give it a head start for the 
warm weather of next spring.

Fall Landscaping

Tips
Fall will arrive soon in central Indiana. The 
temperatures will begin to fall, the leaves 
will change colors, and pumpkins and 
mums will adorn front porches. This is the 
time of year when people start to get their 
homes, both inside and outside, ready for 
the cold winter months. Before putting up 
all of your landscaping equipment for the 
season, take a few steps to prepare for the 
cold weather right around the corner. By 
following a few fall landscaping tips, you 
can jump start your landscape for next 
spring.

»

»

»

Information provided by Eric Engledow of 
Engledow Group
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Plant Spring Bulbs 
Planting bulbs, like tulips and daffodils, in the fall is a great way to get a head start on 
your landscape for next year. Make sure to plant them late enough in the season that 
they won’t sprout this year, but not so late that they don’t get a chance to get established 
before the cold weather. Late October into mid-November is the perfect time to plant 
bulbs in central Indiana.

Mow Your Lawn, One Last Time 
Cutting the grass one last time before cold weather sets in is beneficial for a number of 
reasons. One, it helps to shred up any loose leaves that might still be on your lawn. By 
mulching them up with your lawn mower then reintroducing them to the grass, you will 
give your lawn a boost of nitrogen to help it through the cold winter months. Second, 
diseases tend to take hold when the grass is left longer. A short cut before winter will help 
prevent disease from taking root before the cold weather sets in.

Give Your Equipment a Tune-up 
Before putting up your landscape equipment for the year, give them a quick tune up. 
Sharpen blades, clean off debris, and oil any moving parts to ensure they are ready to 
go in the spring.  Also, make sure to winterize your lawn mower to prevent issues in the 
spring.

812-342-9850 •  www.TaulmanChiro.comIN
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Dr. Scott 
Taulman 

D.C., C.C.W.P.
Certi� ed Chiropractic
Wellness Practitioner

1001 Washington St. • Columbus, 47201

 • Gentle adjustments • On-site Digital X-Ray
 • Computer Static Electromyography

and Thermography Examinations
 • Cold Laser Therapy

 • Creating Wellness Assessments
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Woodsy cluster gives 
residents a taste of the forest

By Barney Quick  
Photos by Jana Jones

OOak Ridge is one of the last 
remaining Tipton Lakes clusters 
to still be a work in progress. Two 
of its three components are well-
established, with occupied houses 
lining the streets and neighbors 
acquainted with each other. Within 
three years, the third will be up and 
running as well.

Oak Ridge Trail fairly dramatically 
exemplifies the way Tipton Lakes 
terrain marks the beginnings of 
an increasingly hilly character of 
western Bartholomew County. There 
is an 80-foot elevation difference  
between the top of the street, where 
it tees with Champion Drive, and the 
cul-de-sac at the other end.

Out of
the woods

Home of John and Melissa Francis
SUBMITTED PHOTO
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Home of John and Melissa Francis

Home of John and Melissa Francis

SUBMITTED PHOTO

SUBMITTED PHOTO

“It was kind of a 
leap of faith that 

we ended up here.”

— Melissa Francis

The trees, all reaching to avail themselves 
of sunlight, get taller with each lot as one 
approaches the end.

The majestic stature of the old-growth woods 
was one point of appeal for John and Melissa 
Francis. They’re both Chicago natives and 

had lived for a while in Cleveland. They chose 
Columbus because of its amenities as well as its 
proximity to three metropolitan areas. They chose 
Oak Ridge in particular because it provided the 
feel of being in a forest setting, combined with 
easy access to the benefits of Tipton Lakes life.
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The Francis Family
SUBMITTED PHOTO

“It was kind of a leap of faith that we ended 
up here,” says Melissa. “My dad picked out our 
lot. Now, he didn’t just do so without some 
knowledge. He’s been a developer and knew it 
would suit us.”

They chose an empty lot and had their house 
built because, according to Melissa, “Once we 
decided we wanted to be at Tipton Lakes, we 
didn’t want to do a lot of renovations.”

Melissa was recently voted the cluster 
committee member for the Oak Ridge Trail side 
of the development. (A strand of woods stands 
between their street and Canyon Oak Lane.) 
She says that the committee “hasn’t really gotten 
anything going yet.”

The Francises have grown close to two families 
on their street with kids around the same ages as 

theirs.
“We get together and do things like make 

s’mores,” says Melissa.
They also like to go to the marina and take part 

in lake life with water-going vessels like inflatable 
paddle boats and pontoons.

Over on Canyon Oak Lane, Adam and 
Elizabeth Cecil greatly enjoy their view of the 
other side of the Oak Ridge woods. They find it a 
refreshing contrast to the fields that surrounded 
them when they lived at Sandcrest Farms prior to 
2017.

‘We heard about this development and thought 
it was ideal,” says Elizabeth.

Elizabeth is no stranger to Tipton Lakes. She 
was born and raised at Northlake Woods. Adam 
hails from central Kentucky. 



Elizabeth and Adam Cecil
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The Cecils, like the Francises, live in a house built 
by Indianapolis-based Drees Homes. The Drees 
structures at Oak Ridge are semi-custom, which 
allows buyers to exercise some options, but not be 
overwhelmed with choices for everything.

There was great appeal for Adam in getting to 
have a five-car garage which provides him space for 
his current project, rebuilding a 1968 Chevy truck.

Drees built all the houses in the neighborhood 
except the more recent ones on Oak Ridge Trail. 

“They’re a very successful builder and demand 
was such that they decided not to go more than 

one county away from Marion,” says George Dutro, 
who developed Oak Ridge. “That’s fine. We have 
some very good local builders.”

Phase three of the Oak Ridge project is Oak 
Ridge Place. The houses will line a cul-de-sac called 
Oak Ridge Court that tees with Oak Ridge Trail. 

“It will be more of a carefree-living, smaller-
house environment,” says Dutro.

The finished product will reflect a smart vision 
that brings together three distinct feels yet fosters a 
neighborliness that will suit a variety of households 
for years to come.

“We heard about this 
development and 

thought it was ideal.”

— Elizabeth Cecil

Home of Adam and Elizabeth Cecil

Home of Adam and Elizabeth Cecil
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T
Developers reflect on the creation of Tipton Lakes

By Barney Quick  // Photos by Jana Jones

Creating
Communities

The process of creating Tipton Lakes is 
now in its final stages. From conversations 
among Columbus civic leaders in the 
1960s about expanding the city westward 
to consultations with planners and 
negotiations with landowners in the 
following decades to the development of 
the clusters, bridges, parks and marina in 
the ensuing years, it’s a saga with many 
players and lots of lore.

The remaining clusters where lots are 

still being sold and homes built are being 
shepherded by two developers with 
considerable experience with Tipton 
Lakes involvement.

George Dutro worked for Tipton 
Lakes Company out of graduate school. 
He then formed a company with Steve 
Charleton that developed both residential 
and commercial areas around Columbus, 
including Woodland Farms and The 
Shoppes at River Bend.

Jeff Bush



His most recent cluster project at Tipton Lakes has 
been Oak Ridge. Its evolution has consisted of three 
phases. 

Dutro sets great store by the character that a street 
imparts to a neighborhood. Of Canyon Oak Lane, 
which serves the first-phase portion of Oak Ridge, 
he’s said it “has a graceful curve,” and his assessment 
of Oak Ridge Trail is that it’s “the best one I’ve 
ever done. It [lays] so perfectly. It goes through 
healthy, mature woods, with lots of poplar and some 
dogwood.”

Phase three — a cul-de-sac that tees with Oak 
Ridge Trail — is intended to be a smaller-house 
environment, conducive to carefree living. 

“It will be perfect for empty nesters and 
snowbirds,” says Dutro.

He doesn’t want the houses to look alike, but he’ll 
be going for “some kind of similarity.”

He’s partnering with Indianapolis-based Davis 
Homes, which will offer homes for sale soon after 
they’re completed.

“The process is more straightforward with 
merchant builders,” says Dutro. 

Much of Oak Ridge’s appeal has been that buyers 
have options, but aren’t overwhelmed with them.

“People can get what they want even though their 
choices are directed.”

Jeff Bush is also using Davis Homes to finish 
Spring Hill. His original partner there was M/I 
Homes, but that company has left the Columbus 
market.

Davis is building a model home on lot 4, on the 
left just off Goeller Boulevard. Getting one built in a 
high-visibility location was important, says Bush.

“People like to be able to see something. They 
generally don’t relate as well to drawings.”

He acknowledges that Spring Hill “came on at the 
end of 2008. You couldn’t have asked for a worse 
time.”

After the economy began to emerge from that 
year’s upheaval, Indianapolis builders became so 
in demand that “they weren’t able to build multiple 
homes at a time in Columbus.”

For Horizon West, he’s partnering with Beacon 
Homes. It will be a maintained community, suitable 
for those who want to leave outside care to the 
association. There were fourteen lots originally. 
There are three available remaining.

Mark Watkins of Beacon says that association 
leadership has been “great to work with” as the two 
parties reached agreement on materials that met the 
dual criteria of longevity and attractiveness. 

“We’re doing what we need to do to put up a 
quality product that everyone is pleased with,” says 
Watkins.

Bush and Dutro are looking at different futures as 
they wind up their remaining Tipton Lakes projects.

Bush is gratified to see his clusters fill up with 
“people who are happy to live there,” but he himself 
has moved to Carmel to make it convenient to go to 
his grandkids’ soccer games. 

Dutro is working on a commercial development 
in Johnson County and a flex-space project in 
Hamilton County.

He can’t say enough about the favorable conditions 
on his home turf, though.

“Our quality of living in Bartholomew County 
can’t be beat,” he says. “Builders love to come down 
here. If your business model accommodates slow, 
steady growth, you’ll do well here.”
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“Our quality of living 
in Bartholomew 

County can’t be beat”

— George Dutro



Paying Your 
Quarterly Assessments
Your assessment is used to make Tipton Lakes a great place to live. 
Assessments are billed quarterly and payments are due Jan. 1,  
April 1, July 1, and Oct. 1. Members have three options to pay  
their assessments:

•  You may pay by automatic withdrawal from your bank account. On the 
first day of each quarter, your assessment amount will be automatically 
deducted from your checking or savings account. The system is handled 
through the Federal Reserve. Any bank account can be enrolled in 
the program. If interested, you may contact the association office and 
request a form be sent to you. If you sign up, you will receive an annual 
automatic payment reminder with the amount due prior to the first 
quarterly payment of each new year. No other correspondence will be 
mailed.

•  You may pay your full year assessment at the beginning of each year 
by check.

•  You may pay your assessment quarterly. You will receive an invoice 
statement quarterly, prior to the quarter in which the assessment is 
due. Assessments are due on the first day of the month for the quarter 
to which they apply. With your notice you will receive a return envelope 
that is mailed to Fairfield, Ohio for processing. In partnership with 
our bank, we now utilize a lock box for assessment payments. The 
processing department for our bank (First Financial) is in Ohio. The new 
lock box arrangement provides a much more efficient means to collect 
quarterly assessments. To be deemed timely, payments must be received 
(not just postmarked) by the due date at the association office. If you are 
close to the due date, we recommend that you drop off your payment to 
the association office. If the association office is closed, there is a drop 
box on the front porch. 
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Paying Your 
Quarterly Assessments
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 * Each office independently owned & operated *

To view our listings, 
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smart phone. 

Follow us @remaxcolumbus

Patrick McGuire
(812) 219-7793
realtormcguire

@gmail.com

Robyn Agnew
(812) 390-0509
agnew.robyn
@yahoo.com

Jill Raper
(812) 799-6238

jillraper2
@gmail.com

Steve White
 (812) 350-4317
stevenewhite

@msn.com

Finke & Rosenberg Team
(812) 373-7653

jeff
@jefffinke.com

Brad Voegerl 
(812) 350-7733

bradvoegerl
@remax.net

Bev Denney
(812) 343-1867

bdenney
@remax.net

Jim Tempel
(812) 350-2603

jtempel
@rnetinc.net

Jean & Annette Donica
(812) 350-9299

jeandonica
@gmail.com

Anuja  Chandra
(812) 350-5162 

anujaguptachandra
@gmail.com

Vicky Gelfius
(812) 350-0056

vickygelfius
@gmail.com

Jillian Tran
(812) 344-0863

resultsjillian
@gmail.com

Sunshine Hartwell
(812) 701-5259

shartwell75
@gmail.com

Team Columbus
(812) 350-8022

teamcolumbusin
@gmail.com

Carrie Abfall
(812) 390-8440

carriea
@remax.net

April Hooker
(812) 343-6188
april_hooker
@yahoo.com

Rick Snyder
(812) 350-4523

rick.snyder
@ymail.com

Kelly Sullivan
(812) 350-7071
kellysullivan
@remax.net

Cheryl Weddle
(812) 350-4632

dcweddle
@comcast.net

Vallabai Pattel
(812) 565-2934

vallabaitherealtor
@gmail.com

Natalie Adkins
(812) 343-0587

natalieallen47201
@yahoo.com

Julie Timmons
(513) 313-9037

julie.ann.timmons
@gmail.com

Jeff & Joy Hilycord Team
(812) 350-2366

jeff
@jeffandjoy.net

Missy West
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mac.west68
@gmail.com

Amy Donica 
(317) 417-2430

apdonica
@msn.com

Sarah Sanders, Lynne Hyatt, Alison Wold 
& Evelyn Hammon
(812) 447-2503
sarahsanders
@remax.net

Cindy Patchett
(812) 390-9963

cindy@patchettreal
estate.com

Dana Carson
(812) 343-2316

danacarson
@remax.net

The Boyce Group
(812) 371-7558

kboyce
@remax.net

Joan Baker
(812) 343-2900

joanbaker
@remax.net 

Mark Watkins
 (317) 695-5381

mark
@beacon-builders.com

Jim Petro
(812) 390-0165

jimpetro43
@gmail.com

Candie Clayburn
(812) 707-7592

cclayburn
@remax.net

Chris Braun
(646) 334-3554     

chrisbraun
@mac.com


